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ALETRO MISSION 
Locate personal collections of aerospace technology documents and artifacts for 
the last half of the twentieth century and offer a service to the owners/heirs to 
digitize and preserve for the public domain the collections for use by future 
generations. 

 
ALETRO ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

ALETRO was formed in 2008 and three months later received its 501 (c) (3) 
certification from the IRS (assisted by the IRA G. Ross Aerospace Museum).  It 
has acquired personal collections from three key technologists experienced in the 
early 1950’s supersonic aircraft, X-15, Lifting Bodies, projects Mercury, Gemini, 
Apollo, Skylab, and Space Shuttle.  Aletro has also identified a substantial number 
of additional sources.  These collections contain technical documents, program 
management memos and reports, films, photos, and some hardware artifacts.  
Several gigabytes of scanned and OCR’d data are currently being catalogued and 
provided to a Launch and Space Systems e-library at NASA Marshall where the 
data resides behind the NASA firewall until processing for release for public 
domain is completed.  The presently identified materials available present several 
times the volume of those already processed (scanned) and offer an opportunity to 
preserve significant key technology lessons learned.   
 
NASA's current proposed direction has made it impracticable to provide priority 
and funding for preservation activities such as those central to ALETRO’s 
mission.  Notwithstanding that, we appreciate the endorsement received in 2009 
from the NASA Constellation Lunar Landing Project Office and, through its 
encouragement, are committed to preserve the legacy of Human Space Flight 
during this rapidly closing window of opportunity.  When we return to human 
space exploration, the legacy of the last half of the twentieth century will be vital. 
To accept the risk resulting from the permanent loss of personal collections of this 
diminishing community of space pioneers is not tolerable.  To do nothing ensures 
that loss.  The collections are there and some of the key players are still able to 
provide personal details and that record should be preserved.  Most heirs have no 
means for judging the value or the need for preservation and, if action does not 
take place during this limited opportunity, the loss will be beyond measure. 
 ALERTO has a solution! 
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ALETRO VISION  

1. Complete the cataloguing, scanning, processing the collections now in ALETRO’s possession, as 
well as those deposited at the University of Colorado, Boulder, Aerospace Engineering Dept. from 
Dean F. Grimm and from the Apollo Lunar Landing Training operation in the government archives in 
Ft. Worth, Texas.  
 

2. Develop a networking system utilizing current professional and social internet based networking 
tools to identify, contact, and obtain the personal collections that abound from the last half of the 
twentieth century dealing with aerospace technologies. 

 
3. Work with NASA to establish priority matching of ALETRO resources to the materials obtained 

from number 2 above.  This should be implemented as quickly as NASA can participate as part of the 
above effort.  Establish a process for NASA approval of release of materials for public domain 
(ITAR). 

 
4. Integrate an oral history component in the above efforts to enhance the value of the collections, 

potentially using a mobile unit designed for recording the oral histories, as well as scanning 
documents on site or for high volumes locally processing with a commercial source.. 

 
5. Expand ALETRO’s organization and mission to continue in the decades to come and provide the 

aerospace industry, including the government agencies, the means to capture the “diamonds” of 
technological lessons learned or innovations that were either permanently lost in the official archives 
or so hard to find they elude the new generation technologists.  Nothing gets the attention of the 
younger generation quicker than to provide them a readily available and reliable source for learning 
how old challenges were met and problems solved.  

 
ALETRO is now pursuing non-government sources as well as government grants for seed money and 
sustaining funding to build on what has been accomplished to date. 
 
Wayne Ottinger 

 
President 
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